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6 out of 10 parents feel that there is no future

for girls apart from getting married at an

early age of 16.

9 out of 10 children start their day with a

simple cup of tea and two pieces of toasts.

Lack of the right role models is another

challenge for our children. 

30%-40% girls drop out. 25% boys drop out

and start their informal trainings and

apprenticeships.

The Community 
Chandola community is mostly habituated by

Muslims after the 2002 Gujarat riots. Currently,

the population is around 1,00,000. With limited

or no basic necessities the community is a

garbage disposal site for Ahmedabad City.

 

The Crisis

 

The Solution
Our focus is on building local community

leaders, students in the phase 1 and parents

in phase 2. Community leaders will work

towards solving problems in community

related to child development.

One of our project is a learning centre run at

homes of the various children, these centres

have students as facilitators engaging

younger children assisted by adults. Our

student leaders have been consistent in

mentoring some of the children in their

community who do not get a chance to go

to the school and who deserve an early

attention and support. They focus on

academics, motor skills, building confidence

and letting children explore their interests

with the available resources.

 

 

 

 



Vision
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Creating empowered communities where diverse set of
stakeholders meet and learn from each other with the primary

focus being overall well being of the child.

October updates

Partnership with Freadom app

 Stones2Milestones to provide our community centres
with an interactive and adaptive reading app - Freadom
 
Freadom is an adaptive mobile reading platform that helps
children with age 3-10, learn to read English by instilling a
daily reading habit with levelled stories, activities, quizzes
and grade appropriate content

Community  day

Pencilbricks celebrated community day with Student leaders from
Thakkarbapa nagar community by inviting them to the Chandola
community.
The day started with an opening circle introducing each other.
Thakkarbapanagar community students shared their journey and
experiences such as admitting a  boy in school who earlier use to
work at a tea stall. There was a small Q&A session which enabled
kids to deep dive into their journey. We also shared our journey of
Pencilbricks, how & why we developed and empowered student
leaders. Our student leaders took the audience through some of
their projects and one them is the pollution monitoring board
(shown in fig)
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In November this year, Design For Change (DFC) is
hosting a Global I CAN Summit in Rome which will bring
together 4,000 inspirational young children from 100
different countries who will be designing REAL solutions
and creating REAL impact towards collective Global Goals
 
Rehan and Basit are the 2 children among the 4 selected
from India. They will be representing pencilbricks and the
work that they have been doing in the Global summit

Global I CAN summit  (Rome)

For more Stories & updates

 

 

Our partners:

https://www.instagram.com/invites/contact/?i=1jzh0luea8cl2&utm_content=3vlgg4k
https://www.facebook.com/pencilbricks/
http://linkedin.com/company/pencilbricks


N o t e  f r o m

t h e  t e a m  
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Chaitanya
 

Pencilbricks for me is shared space in and for community engagement. Its a
space where our children run their own learning centre, creating their own
solutions to their local  issues. 
We help in setting up learning spaces and coach our student community
leaders to create their own learning spaces. We reach out to volunteers to help
us bridge the exposure and experience gap. The response has been
tremendously positive. We now have centres running by working
interdependently. Parents have been very supportive and providing us spaces
for free. 
On work front, we now have 10 functional centres running 6 days a week
reaching out to almost 150 kids, producing approximately 900 smiles every
evening. Our student leaders use design thinking, monitoring systems,
feedback cycles to keep things running. We provide coaching to set up such
centers and help children map their learnings. 
 
We want to take our learnings to the next phase now. We now intend to solve
the problem on a larger scale. We are looking at ways of getting a digital
platform to help us reach out to as many communities as possible.

Farhan
 

Working with pencilbricks is like being in a family. I had best

experiences of my life, teaching kids, having meetings with my friends

and discussing solutions of the problems that we face in our

community. Thank you Bhaiyas and didis for believing in me that I can

teach kids and I really enjoy teaching kids and spending time with

them. The way we have small meetings with observers and they give

us feedback is so helpful, pencilbricks is helping us in lot of ways. In

the centre, the time I spend with my kids and the things I learn while

teaching them makes me feel proud about myself. When I started my

centre I was having only 9 kids and now I have 25 kids I feel proud to

be the part of pencilbricks.  I learn something from you - Didis,

Bhaiyas, This has impacted me so much that I feel confident that I can

learn and I can teach. Thank you for making me a student leader it

means a lot to me. This experience is great and exciting and in future it

will be more nice and great.


